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2011 MOSTYN OPEN PRIZE SHARED 
 
Exactly one year since the Mostyn re-opened its doors following a major rebuild and 
refurbishment programme the gallery welcomed a large crowd to the opening of the 
re-established Mostyn Open Exhibition and Prize on Friday evening and hear the 
selectors – Richard Wentworth, Karen MacKinnon and Anders Pleass announce their 
decision to split the 2011 Prize five ways with each of the artists getting £2,000 each. 
 
Karen MacKinnon said: 
“Selecting one winner from all 48 artists in this yearʼs Mostyn Open exhibition proved 
difficult and in the end impossible for us. We felt that there were so many works in 
the final show worthy of a prize, even getting it down to five, was extremely difficult. 
 Perhaps this is because the works on our final shortlist were all so different – in 
thematic, style, medium, content and form but maybe we also wanted to celebrate 
that difference, to make a case for the many ways to make contemporary work.” 
 
And delighted with the sheer variety and quality Richard Wentworth said: 
“When you delve, there is no such thrill as finding a hoard. The stuff of stories and 
the collective imagination…letʼs be true to what we feel here, let's celebrate the sheer 
range and quality of this hoard…sending the message of celebration about how great 
it is to see those 5 young creative lives flare up in a group flame - may they (and the 
others) burn very very bright.”  
 
The five joint winners are: 
 

• Vasilis Asimakopoulos, sculpture: Καμμένη (Burnt woman/stupid bitch), 2010 
• Kiran Kaur Brar, digital video, Untitled (Alleyway), 2004 
• Luisa Durose, painting, Hummer, 2010 
• Laurence Kavanagh, sculpture, Dead Matter (Asteroid Fire), 2011 
• Fern Thomas, digital video, The Bell In the Cell, 2010 

 
Karen MacKinnon again comments, on behalf of the three selectors: 
“In these five winning works there is humour, tenderness, provocation, beauty but 
overall a real sense of engagement with the world around us. In fact the themes 
which run through these five works run through the whole exhibition. Whilst this is an 
extremely diverse show references to advanced capitalism and its ongoing global 
effects, to our individual and collective identities run through and between these 
works. Place and identity is a huge theme – from Wales, London, Mumbai, 
Africa, India and back to the allotment shed or the ornaments on the mantelpiece. 
 There are post apocalyptic nightmares inspired by Ballard's recent demise and his 
enormous influence on our psyche, and there are artists whose works are political 
and poetic in their engagement with the complexities of the world around them. But 
this is not a brash show. There are quiet reflective moments giving pause for thought 
amongst this cacophony of artwork.  Some pieces are direct and challenging whilst 
others gently seep under our skin and take more time to consider.  However, we felt 
all the artists in the final show are producing assured and absorbing work in every 



possible medium, I hope very much that this is an exhibition which people visit and 
enjoy on many different levels and that itʼs a really positive experience for all the 
artists involved.” 
 
For the visitor, it provides, in a single sweep, an opportunity to take in the extensive 
diversity of interest that underpins some of the most promising work of the moment.  
With 87 works in total by 49 artists comprising sculpture, installation, painting, 
drawing, graffiti, video and photography the Mostyn Open has re-established itself as 
one of the key open submission exhibitions in the UK. On the importance of the 
exhibition for the gallery and for artists Anders Pleass, Head of Exhibitions at Mostyn 
notes: 
 
“It provides, on a biennial basis, an opportunity to see work of real quality by 
emerging artists, many of who are en route to prominence. Artists who have, in the 
past, shown in the exhibition include figures of considerable stature, including Royal 
Academicians and Turner Prize nominees. Its scope is truly national with 
submissions made by artists from every part of the United Kingdom. It has a vital 
function in confirming the gallery as an exhibition space of the highest calibre 
amongst artists themselves.” 
 
The Mostyn Open Exhibition continues until 9 July with the gallery now open daily 
10.30am – 5.00pm. 
 
End. 
 
 
Notes:  
 
1. This year works by 49 artists were elected from open submissions made by over a 
thousand artists. The selection panel comprised of artist Richard Wentworth, Professor of 
Sculpture at the Royal College of Art; Karen MacKinnon, Exhibitions Curator at the Glynn 
Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea and Anders Pleass, Head of Exhibitions at Mostyn. The next 
Mostyn Open will be held in 2013. 
 
2. The five prizewinning artists are 
Vasilis Asimakopoulous. Born in Greece, now living in London and just completed his MA in 
Sculpture at the Royal College of Art. Καμμένη is a Greek expression whose duality in 
meaning - burnt woman/ stupid bitch - serves ideally the ironic undertone of the work where 
he does not necessarily aim to create a feeling of distress but one of engagement in an 
orchestrated dark humoured scenario of nature and excess. 
 
Kiran Kaur Bar. Lives and works in London, graduating from Central Saint Martins College of 
Art in 2006, exhibiting extensively since then, including UK Young Artists 201o at Derby and 
the Istanbul Biennale in 2009. She uses video, performance and installation in her work, 
exploring the boundaries between documentary and staged performance, shifting the viewerʼs 
position between passive and participatory and encourag interplay between opposites. 
 
Luisa Durose.  Lives and works in London and Graduated from Chelsea College of Art in 
2004 with an MA in Fine Art. Has been in many shows in the UK and further afield and has 
work in private collections in the UK, Germany and USA. Her paintings put the emphasis on 
the protagonistʼs experience of their own environment, addressing the plight of the individual 
and their search for meaning. 
 
Laurence Kavangh. Born in Liverpool and graduated from the University of Newcastle Upon 
Tyne with a BA in Fine Art, Laurence now lives and works in London. For the Mostyn Open he 



has made a ʻdrawing in spaceʼ fabricating Dead matter (Asteroid Fire) from graphite, 
exploring the transformational qualities of fire based on depictions of flames in 15c Buddhist 
low-relief sculptures combined with vector drawing techniques from 1980ʼs time-travel 
computer game ʼAsteroids.ʼ 
 
Fern Thomas. Swansea, currently undertaking an MA in Social Sculpture at Oxford Brookes 
University, Oxford. Fascinated by slowness, silence, mountain, river, bell and stone; she 
seeks to explore her relationship with the ecological, archetypal and mythological world 
around her. Responding to the history of the old prison cells in Oxford Town Hall the lone 
sounding cymbals resonate in the empty space, filling it with sound before silence descends 
again 
 
3. The 49 artists in the exhibition (including a two-artist partnership) are mostly based in the 
United Kingdom, with a handful from elsewhere in Europe. In total they are: 
 
Susan Adams / Radhika Agarwala / Vasilis Asimakopoulos / Awst & Walther / Ingrid Berthon-
Moine / Fagner Bibiano / Andrew ʻDime Oneʼ Birch / Kiran Kaur Brar/ Tobias Buckel / Lorraine 
Burrell / Stephen Carter / Rachel Cattle / Nicky Coutts / Paul Cummings/ Nicholas Dedics / 
Kristian De La Riva / Haydn Denman /Cornelius Dupre / Louisa Durose / Geraint Evans / 
Rabab Ghazoul / Ana Genovés / Steph Goodger / Sam Holden / Neale Howells / Thorsten 
Knaub / Laurence Kavanagh / Sarah R. Key / Emma Knowles /Jo Longhurst / Lou-Atessa 
Marcellin / Nigel Massey / Gavin Maughfling / Harry Meadows / Nicholas Middleton / Rob 
Miller / Jost Münster / Andreas Rüthi / Miho Sato / Helen Sear / Rosemary Sharman / Jayne 
Anita Smith / Rosie Snell / Jan Stradtmann / Shubha Taparia / Fern Thomas / Barbara Walker 
/ Simon Wright. 

4. Mostyn is Walesʼ leading public contemporary art gallery and receives financial support 
from the Arts Council of Wales, Conwy County Borough Council Art Service and Llandudno 
Town Council.  Situated in the north Wales coastal town of Llandudno it reopened in May 
2010 following an award winning major expansion project designed by Ellis Williams 
Architects.  
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For more information about the exhibition or to request images please contact Nia Roberts, 
Marketing Officer at Mostyn on +44 (0)1492 879201 or email nia@mostyn.org 
 
 

	  


